
Master Class Performing Arts
Sixth Theatrical Season ~ 2022 / 2023

Saturday, December 3, 2022
A Sparklejollytwinklejingly Cabaret!

December 16 - 18, 2022
Elf Jr.

January 20 - 22, 2023
Hello, Dolly!

March 24 & 25, 2023
Disney’s The Little Mermaid Jr.

April 28 - 30, 2023
The Prom

June 11, 2023
6th Annual MCPA Awards

Visit our website at www.masterclassperformingarts.com for
more information!



Join us on Sunday!
We offer Sunday School at 9:15 AM

& Worship Service 10 AM.

We are located at:
470 Winter St. Ext., North Greenbush, NY 12180

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~

Goo� Luc� t� Peyto�
an� th� cas�/crew of Disne�’� Descendant�.

Fro� �� Win�-Chil� Factor� a� Ballsto� Sp� crew!



AUDITION NOTICE

Auditions for actors and actresses are scheduled for Saturday, November 5 beginning
at 3pm at Hope Lutheran Church, 470 Winter Street Extension, Troy, NY, 12180.

Applicants should come prepared to perform 32 measures of any Broadway song and
complete a cold reading from the script. An accompanist will NOT be available,

please bring appropriate backing music. NO ACAPELLA Auditions will be
permitted.

Disney’s The Little Mermaid Jr
Performance Dates:  March 24 & 25, 2023

Rehearsals:  To be held on Saturdays 10am to 2pm beginning in January.
Tuition for students 18 and under:  $350.00

Ages:  8 - 18

The Prom
Performance Dates:  April 28 - 30, 2023

Rehearsals:  To be held on Saturday & Sunday based on performer
availability commencing in January.

Tuition for students 18 and under:  $350.00
Ages:  14 - 99

If cast, you are required to accept or decline your role within 24 hours of the offer or
the role will be recast.

 Tuition amount will be due immediately upon acceptance of your role.

ALL ROLES ARE AVAILABLE!
Scholarship opportunities available ~ please email to ask for information.

All students will be cast - we have never turned away a student due to their ability to
pay or due to conflicts.

MCPA is looking for Disabled and Non-Disabled Black, Asian, Native, Latino, Arab,
White, and Multi-Racial male or female-identifying performers for all roles!

Master Class Performing Arts
Artistic Director Andrew F. Higgs, Producing Director Kelly Jaeger,

and the Board of Directors
PRESENT

Book & Additional Lyrics
by Nick Blaemire

Music Adaptation, Vocal & Incidental Arrangements
by Madeline Smith

Orchestrations & Music Produced
by Matthew Tishler

Songs by
Johan Alkenas, Adam Anders, Aristeidis Archontis, Antonina Armato, Howard Ashman, Peer

Astrom, Stephen Mark Conley, Doug Davis, Charity Daw, Andrew C. Dodd, Josh Edmondson, Pipo
Fernandez, Nikki Hassman, Samuel Hollander, Ben Hostetler, Tim James, Hanna Jones, Jack
Kugell, Craig Lashley, Andrew Lippa, Jeannie Lurie, Alan Menken, Grant Phillip Michaels,
Anthony Mirabella, Shayna Mordue, Chen Neeman, Susan Paroff, Shelly M. Peiken, Joacim

Persson, James K. Petrie, Adam Schlesinger, Adam Schmalholz, Tyler Shamy, Jodie Shihadeh,
Nikki Ann Sorrentino, Thomas Armato Sturges, Ali Dee Theodore, Matthew Wong, David Zippel

Based on the Disney Channel Original Movies written by Josann McGibbon and Sara Parriott

Directed by Andrew F. Higgs
Choreographed by Tanya Phelps

Music Direction by Rachel Apunte
Stage Management by Michelle Miller

Produced by Kelly Jaeger
ANY VIDEO RECORDING MADE OF THIS PERFORMANCE IS AUTHORIZED FOR

PERSONAL, AT-HOME, NON-COMMERCIAL USE ONLY. THE SALE OR DISTRIBUTION OF
SUCH RECORDING IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED UNDER FEDERAL COPYRIGHT LAW.

Disney's Descendants: The Musical
Is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI).

All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI.
www.mtishows.com



Musical Numbers ~Act 1~
Better Together (Prelude 1)......................................................Ben
Rotten to the Core……….Mal, Evie, Jay, Carlos, Isle Inhabitants
Evil Like Me………………………….………….Maleficent, Mal
Be Our Guest………………………..….Chad, Auradonian Choir
Good is the New Bad (Preprise)..........................Fairy Godmother
Good is the New Bad…….Mal, Evie, Jay, Carlos, Doug, Audrey,

Chad, Auradonians
Evil Like Me (Reprise 1)..........................................................Mal
Rotten to the Core (Parents’ Revenge)................Grimhilde, Jafar,

Cruella, Maleficent
Goal……………………….….……..Jay, Carlos, Mal, Evie, Ben,

Chad, Coach, Auradonians
Good is the New Bad (Reprise 1).....................Auradonians 1 & 2
Ways to Be Wicked (Preprise).....................Mal, Evie, Jay, Carlos
Did I Mention……….…...…Ben, Jay, Carlos, Evie, Auradonians
Better Together (Prelude 2)..............................................Ben, Mal

~15 Minute Intermission~

Musical Numbers ~Act 2~
Entr’acte
Space Between………………………………….…Mal, Evie
Chillin’ Like a Villain………………...Evie, Jay, Carlos, Ben
Good is the New Bad (Reprise 2).......................Auradonians
If Only……………………………………………...Mal, Ben
Ways to Be Wicked………………Audrey, Chad, Evils, Ben,

Auradonians, Evil Parents
Go the Distance (Chorale)..........................Auradonian Choir
Evil Like Me (Reprise 2)........................................Maleficent
Better Together……………………………….……Company
Break This Down……………………………….....Company

Hours of Operation

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 4:00pm-8:00pm

Wednesday: 4:00pm-8:00pm
Thursday: 4:00pm-9:00pm

Friday: 4:00pm-9:00pm
Saturday: 4:00pm-9:00pm

Sunday: Closed



WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST AND CREW
LILY STRATTMAN (JANE) is excited to be playing Jane in this production of Descendants and is
thrilled to be working with MCPA again. Lily has been doing theater and dance for 11 years. Some of her
favorite roles are LeFou from Beauty and the Beast (MCPA), and Mr. Green from Clue the Musical
(Valatie Community Theater). Lily would like to thank her family and friends for helping her along her
journey of pursuing musical theater.

ZACHARY TOBIN (CHAD) is thrilled to be cast in the role of Chad in The Descendants musical! This
is his 10th stage production and his fourth with MCPA. Zachary is 12 years old and in 7th grade. He loves
playing video games and hanging out with his friends, and thanks his family and friends for supporting
him and attending his shows!

IZZY WEBSTER (ENSEMBLE) is a 9th grader who is very excited to be on stage. They have acted in
The Lion King Jr. as a lioness in 2021-2022 and they were also in the Howard L. Goff Middle School
drama club in 2020-2021. They have seen many shows at Proctors and aspire to be on the Proctors stage
one day. They have been taking acting and dancing classes through Playhouse Stage Academy since the
start of this year. This is their first musical with Master Class Performing Arts. Their friends and family
have been a huge support from the beginning of their acting passion and throughout.

VICTORIA WHITNEY (ROYAL PAGE) is a senior this year at Averill Park High School.  She enjoys
being on stage!  Stage credits include Wizard of Oz. When not at rehearsal Victoria enjoys hanging out
with her friends and helping out anyone who needs it.

Specia� �an� Yo� T�:
All of our parents, students and Volunteers!

Rensselaer City School District & Board of Education

Rensselaer City School District’s Maintanance Department

Hope Lutheran Church

Rensselaer Drama Department:
Ms. Apunte and Mr. McGough

Melanie Paxson - for your wise words of wisdom

Introducing Our Cast of Disney’s Descendants!
MAL (10/21 & 10/22 at 2pm)......................................Samantha Huelle
MAL (10/22 at 7pm & 10/23)........................................Harper Silvestri
EVIE (10/21 & 10/22 at 2pm)..........................................Teigin Legault
EVIE (10/22 at 7pm & 10/23)...............................................Kinley Ash
JAY (10/21 & 10/22 at 2pm).......................................Nadia Elghannani
JAY (10/22 at 7pm & 10/23)..................................................Remy Orth
CARLOS (10/21 & 10/22 at 2pm)........................................Alex Fessel
CARLOS (10/22 at 7pm & 10/23)................................Sophia Sorenson
MALEFICENT…………………………………………….Lacey Allen
GRIMHILDE (10/21 & 10/22 at 7pm)............................Kristin Crouch
GRIMHILDE (10/22 at 2 & 10/23)..................................Alison Becker
JAFAR…………………………………………….……….Chad Miller
CRUELLA DE VIL…………………...…………Christine Pettograsso
BEN (10/21 & 10/22 at 2pm)........................................Steven Pechacek
BEN (10/22 at 7pm & 10/23)...........................................Isaac Hotaling
KING ADAM…………………………………………..….Chad Miller
QUEEN BELLE………………………………………...…..Zoe Jaeger
FAIRY GODMOTHER…………………………...…..Kayrena Meyers
JANE (10/21 & 10/22 at 2pm)..........................................Lily Strattman
JANE (10/22 at 7pm & 10/23).........................................Rosie Mletzko
CHAD (10/21 & 10/22 at 2pm)....................................Connor Stephens
CHAD (10/22 at 7pm & 10/23)........................................Zachary Tobin
AUDREY (10/21 & 10/22 at 2pm)....................................Peyton Nolan
AUDREY (10/22 at 7pm & 10/23).....................................Monia Davis
DOUG (10/21 & 10/22 at 2pm)..........................................Peyton Frank
DOUG (10/22 at 7pm & 10/23).....................................Mia Pigliavento
ROYAL PAGE…………………………………...…..Victoria Whitney
MAURICE / COACH………………………...…………George Phelps
SNOW WHITE………………………………………....Sydnie Becker
FEATURED ENSEMBLE……………....Lucy Hadden, Drea Harmon,

Audrey Hodgdon, Leah Hurne, Belle Janczur
Amelia Radigan, Elliana Shipley, Jackson Shipley

Isabella Shuhart, Emily Simpson, Eliza Steel, Novalie Stone
Shayne Strano, Amelia Strattman, Isabella Webster



Introducing Our Crew of Disney’s Descendants!
DIRECTOR……………………………...………..….Andrew F. Higgs
PRODUCER……………………………..……………......Kelly Jaeger
CHOREOGRAPHER…………………………………….Tanya Phelps
MUSICAL DIRECTOR..……………...……..…………Rachel Apunte
TECHNICAL DIRECTOR………………………......…...Mark Halsey
STAGE MANAGER………………………..………....Michelle Miller
DANCE CAPTAIN……………………………….…….Lily Strattman
PRODUCTION ASSISTANT……………………..……Teigin Legault
VOLUNTEER CHAIR……………………………..…..Wendy Meyers
SCENIC DESIGN..…………………….Matthew Ash & Dave Meyers
COSTUME DESIGN………..Ashley Ash, Laurie Frank & Kaeli Steel

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~

WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST AND CREW
LACEY ALLEN (MALEFICENT) is 19 years old and currently attends SUNY Schenectady. Lacey
loves to perform and be involved in shows whenever she has the opportunity. Lacey has been involved in
musical theatre for eight years and has been singing for ten years. This past June, Lacey won first place in
the “Raise Your Voice” singing competition. Since then, she has been doing singing gigs and performing
at various events. Previous productions include Hairspray! (Penny), Wonderland (Alice), Seussical
(Mayzie), Annie (Lily), Urinetown (Pennywise), and Mamma Mia! (Sophie), Frozen Jr. (Elsa), Heathers
(Heather Chandler), The Lion King (Rafiki), and many more! Broadway Credits include, The Scarlet
Pimpernel (ensemble). Thank you for this opportunity!

KINLEY ASH (EVIE) is thrilled to be playing Evie! She most recently performed as Miss. Hannigan in
Annie Kids. Kinley is 10 years old and is in fifth grade at Van Rensselaer Elementary School. Her other
acting credits include Junie B. Jones in Junie B. Jones Jr., Lavender in Matilda the Musical and she was in
the ensemble of both Beauty and the Beast and Newsies Jr. She is also very dedicated to her all-star cheer
gym and loves to get lost in a good book. Kinley wants to thank all of her family for their love and support
and can’t wait to have the best time with her friends making magic in Disney’s Descendants the Musical!

ALISON BECKER (GRIMHILDE) has been joining in with her daughter to perform in a couple of
plays and loving every minute of it. She would like to thank Andrew and Kelly for the chance to perform
in their wonderful shows. Alison has played the Enchantress and Ensemble in Beauty and the Beast and as
Cookie the Chef in Matilda.

SYDNIE BECKER (SNOW WHITE & OTHERS) is a 5th grader at Ichabod Crane Middle School.
Sydnie is excited to be playing with many of her old and new friends in the production of Descendants the
Musical. She would like to thank Kelly and Andrew for allowing her to perform in another amazing show
and her mom for bringing her to all the practices and being there whenever she needs her. Sydnie’s
performing experience includes:  Annie Kids (Sandy & Orphan), Disney’s Beauty and the Beast
(Ensemble, Wolf & Townsperson), Junie B. Jones Jr (Junie B. Jones), Roald Dahl’s Matilda (Nigel,
Tommy & Russian Mafia), The Wizard of Oz (Monkey, Lollipop Guild & JitterBug), It’s A Wonderful
Life (Kid, Horace & Charlie), and in Cinderella (Maiden & Dessert Chef). Sydnie says that she loves
acting and being in the theater with life long friends.  She hopes to continue to build her acting career with
this amazing theater organization. Sydnie loves Broadway shows, so if you need a theater buddy, she’s up
for the show.

WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST AND CREW
HARPER SILVESTRI (MAL) is a Clifton Park, NY based performing artist. She is thrilled to make her
Master Class Performing Arts debut in this production of Descendants the Musical! She has spent the last
8 years studying jazz, tap, ballet, and musical theater. She has spent the last two years studying vocal
performance and acting. Previous credits include Lion King (Nala), HONK! (Fluff), Pete “Her” Pan
(Pirate). Thank you to the entire Master Class Performing Arts Company, Lisa Franklin and my family for
their guidance and support!

EMILY SIMPSON (ENSEMBLE) is excited to be part of the ensemble in “Disney’s Descendants the
Musical”. Emily is a 10 year old student in 5th grade at West Sand Lake Elementary. This is her fifth
performance with MCPA. She most recently played Tessie the orphan in “Annie”. She also has played
Chenille in “Junie B. Jones Jr., The Musical”, along with being in the ensemble for “Matilda the Musical”
and “Dinosaurs before Dark: The Magic Treehouse”. When Emily is not performing she spends time with
her friends, plays on TikTok, softball and now her new endeavor of learning to play the trombone. She
loves her MCPA family and thanks her family for all they do to help her get back and forth to all her
rehearsals and supporting her every performance.

SOPHIA SORENSEN (CARLOS) is twelve years old and attends seventh grade at St. Pius X School.
Sophia is very excited to play her newest role as Carlos in Disney’s Descendants, as she joins Master
Class Performing Arts for the first time. Sophia has performed for local theater companies for the past
several years including Carpe Diem: The Addams Family Young @ Part (Ancestor), Debuts Theater
Company: Annie (Star-to-Be, Ensemble), Wizard of Oz (Gatekeeper, Ensemble), Frozen Jr. (Ensemble), St
Pius X School Drama Club: Seussical (Gertrude McFuzz), Park Playhouse Stage Company: Aristocats
(Madame Adelaide Bonfamille) and The Cue Theater: Madagascar (Ensemble). Sophia continues to take
acting classes with Park Playhouse Stage Company and voice lessons with Lisa Franklin. When Sophia is
not performing or singing she enjoys horseback riding.

ELIZA STEEL (ENSEMBLE) is so excited to perform in her first big show! When she isn’t at
rehearsals she loves to play soccer with her friends, make art, play outdoors and sing. She recently
performed in her first ever musical, MCPA’s Dinosaurs After Dark, where she found a love for musical
theater. She can’t wait to have the best time with her friends on stage in Descendants!

CONNOR STEPHENS (CHAD) is excited to be with MCPA in Disney’s Descendants! Some of his
favorite roles so far include Jack in Into the Woods, Michael in Matilda, and LeFou in Beauty & the Beast.
Connor also loves performing in his high school drama club and swing choir. He would like to thank his
parents for driving him to rehearsal and the directors for allowing him to join the cast.

NOVALIE STONE (ENSEMBLE) is excited for her role in Disney’s Descendants the musical. Novalie
is 10 years old and in 5th grade. She most recently performed as Molly in Annie Kids. Her other roles with
Master Class Performing Arts include Grace  in Junie B. Jones Jr. Novalie loves to keep busy as she does
Chorus at her school, plays basketball, softball and currently cheers for Pop Warner. Novalie would like to
Thank Master Class Performing Arts for their continuing guidance and her family for their support.

SHAYNE AINSLEY STRANO (ENSEMBLE) is currently 10 years old and a 5th grader at West Sand
Lake Elementary School. Descendants is Shayne’s 10th production. Shayne’s recent credits include: The
Magic Treehouse: Dinosaurs Before Dark (Annie), Annie Kids (Lily St. Regis), Beauty and The Beast
(Chip), Junie B. Jones (Lucille), Matilda (Amanda Thripp), The Wizard of Oz (Coroner, Lullaby League,
& Niko), Spongebob (Gary), Shrek (Little Pig & Grumpy), and A Christmas Story. When Shayne is not
performing on the stage, she loves to play soccer and basketball with her friends. Shayne loves spending
time singing, dancing, and laughing with her MCPA friends/family. She wants to thank everyone who
helped her to get to this moment to live her dream!

AMELIA STRATTMAN (ENSEMBLE) is so excited to be in this show and working with MCPA
again. She has been doing Theater for about two years. Some of her favorite shows are Beauty and the
Beast with MCPA and Newsies Jr. with Valatie Community Theater. Amelia would like to thank her
friends and family for their support.



WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST AND CREW
PEYTAN NOLAN (AUDREY) is excited and thankful to play Audrey in MCPA’s Disney’s Descendants.
This is her second show with MCPA.  She will be attending University of Tampa to study theatre in the
fall. She would like to take this opportunity to thank her parents for all of their constant support, Kelly and
Andrew for always pushing her and her vocal coach Lisa Franklin.

REMY ORTH (JAY) is super excited and thankful for the opportunity to play Jay in the Descendants
Musical! This will be her first lead role although in the past she has performed as Eric- Matilda,
Lucille/Jose -Junie B.Jones. Outside of acting Remy enjoys paddle boarding, being at the cabin in ADK,
playing softball, writing books, singing/writing songs, and playing board games.  Remy has just turned 10
and is in fifth grade. Thank you to MCPA for offering this experience!

STEVEN PECHACEK (PRINCE BEN) is extremely excited to be a part of MCPA's production of
Descendants. He has recently worked with Valatie Community Theater in Chicago as Billy Flynn, and
their second production of Newsies Jr. as Pulitzer. Steven is currently a senior at Chatham High School,
and is working to increase his experience in theater through doing as many productions as humanly
possible.

CHRISTINE PETTOGRASSO (CRUELLA DE VIL) is excited to once again be performing in another
MCPA production.  Tina began her adventures in community theater in a production of Into the Woods
where she met Andrew Higgs and Kelly Jaeger who convinced her to join MCPA’s production of MAMA
MIA!.  Well, that sealed the deal!  As a self-described frustrated entertainer, she had caught the performing
bug.  She has appeared in The Addams Family (Grandma Addams), Parade (Mrs. Phalen/Governor’s
wife), SpongeBob (ensemble), and Nunsense (Mother Superior).  She would like to thank her family and
friends for their continued love and support.

GEORGE PHELPS (MAURICE) is excited for the opportunity to play this fun role for the second
time…sort of.  Past favorite credits include:  Plankton (The Spongebob Musical) and Thomas
Nostradamus (Something Rotten!).  Ironically, George is terrible at Chemistry #acting.

MIA PIGLIAVENTO (DOUG) is a 4th grader who is thrilled to be cast as Doug in Disney’s
Descendants.  This is her stage debut! Mia loves singing, dancing, gymnastics, drawing, and hanging out
with friends.  She has taken voice lessons at School of Rock. Mia would like to thank Master Class for
giving her a chance and her friends, family and neighbors for their loving support.

AMELIA RADIGAN (ENSEMBLE) is very excited to be a part of the Descendants Cast! This is her
2nd play with MCPA, and she is glad to be in these plays with her friends. In her spare time, she likes to
dance, sing, play with her cats and hang out with her friends. She would like to thank her family for their
support!

ELLIANA SHIPLEY (ENSEMBLE) is a student at Rensselaer Elementary and has most
recently starred as Teri the Triceratops in Dinosaurs Before Dark and A Star To Be and FDR in Annie
Kids! Ellie spends most of her free time at her all-star cheer gym and is very artistic. She is ecstatic to be
in Descendants and can’t wait to make new friends throughout the show! Elliana is thankful that her
family gives her the opportunity to perform in these shows and wants them to know she loves them very
much!

JACKSON SHIPLEY (ENSEMBLE) is a student at Rensselaer Middle School and Descendants is his
first show with MCPA! He plays lacrosse, baseball and basketball in his free time and loves spending time
with his family. He is enjoying learning choreography and stepping outside of his comfort zone at
rehearsals. Jackson can’t wait to be on stage for the first time and would like to say thank you to his family
for supporting him while trying something new.

ISABELLA SHUHART (ENSEMBLE) is 9 years old.  Descendants will be her sixth production with
MCPA.  She absolutely loves theatre and being on stage.  Bella also loves to cheer, dance, and hang out
with her friends.  She can’t wait to hit the stage in Descendants.

WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST AND CREW
KRISTIN CROUCH (GRIMHILDE) is thrilled to be a part of Descendants. Kristin has previously
performed in Pipeline (Laurie), Orlando at Dawn (Laurel), and Three Porches (Sky). Kristin can also be
seen in the film Voices for Peace (Medea Benjamin). Kristin wishes to thank Andrew for inviting her to
perform with Master Class. Most of all, she thanks her family for their constant support and
encouragement. This one is for you, Evalee!

MONIA DAVIS (AUDREY) is 11 years old and is thrilled to be playing Audrey in Descendants! This is
her third year and her 20th performance with MCPA. Her past performances include an ancestor in The
Addams Family, a mouse in The Lion King, ensemble cast in The Comedie Rapunzel, ensemble cast in
Virtual Complaint Department and Lemonade, ensemble cast in The Big One-Oh! , ensemble cast in Order
Up!, a solo performance in Holiday Spectacular,ensemble cast in Rainbow Fish, Baby Bear in Shrek the
Musical, a pirate in Little Women, a townsperson in Frozen Jr., Gary the Snail in  The Spongebob Musical,
a solo performance in All Together Now!, a Munchkin in The Wizard of Oz, a student in Matilda, Shirley
in Junie B. Jones, Chip in Beauty and the Beast, Pepper in Annie Kids, and a stegosaurus and the tree
stump in The Magic Treehouse: Dinosaurs Before Dark. Monia would like to thank her family and friends,
her MCPA family, and Andrew and Kelly for their support.

ALEX FESSEL (CARLOS) is thrilled to be playing the role of Carlos in his first show with MCPA. His
previous roles include Hans in Frozen Jr. and Pepper in mamma Mia (Cohoes High Drama). In his free
time he works as a lifeguard for Cohoes and is also a student at Cohoes high, he has taken trumpet and
chorus for 4 years and is also on the Cohoes Cross Country team and the Cohoes Track Team. He is in the
Future Ready Pathways program and currently has a 4.0 GPA. He would like to thank his girlfriend for
getting him into this and Kelly and Andrew for giving him this opportunity.

PEYTON FRANK (DOUG) is 15 years old and goes to Queensbury High School.  At school she plays
the violin and participates in Select Choir and Theatre.  Peyton takes voice lessons with Stephanie
Schneider and has participated in theatre since she was 10.  Some of her previous credits include:
Aladdin, West Side Story, the Addam’s Family, Disney’s Beauty and the Beast, Little Women, Shrek.
Some of her favorite roles include:  Bruce (Roald Dahl’s Matilda the Musical), Mayor of Bikini Bottom
(The Spongebob Musical), Daddy Warbucks (Annie Kids), and The Wicked Witch of the West (The
Wizard of Oz).

NADIA ELGHANNANI (JAY) is so excited to be making her debut with Master Class Performing Arts
in Descendants! Some of her favorite roles have been Katherine (Newsies Jr.), Zazu (Lion King Jr.), Mrs.
White (Clue), and Kowalski (Madagascar Jr). She has loved acting from a young age and would like to
thank her mother for all her support, as well as Andrew, Kelly, and Tanya for all of their amazing work.

LUCY HADDEN (ENSEMBLE) is extremely excited to be in MCPA's production of Descendants! Lucy
has been in ballet, tap, and hip hop dancing since she was 3 years old. She was recently in her first
performance of MCPA's Magic Tree House Dinosaurs Before Dark. Lucy also plays basketball and
lacrosse for Averill Park. Additionally, she loves to be creative through crafting and baking.

DREA HARMON (ENSEMBLE) is 8 years old. She is so excited and can't wait for her first
performance on stage. Drea loves to sing, one of her favorite bands is Queen.  Drea also loves to dance,
hip hop and Jazz are her favorite. She has really been enjoying this show and can't wait for Elf Jr.   She
wants to thank her family and friends for all their support.



WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST AND CREW
ANDREW F. HIGGS (DIRECTOR) is thrilled to be the Artistic Director of Master Class Performing Arts. Select
directorial Credits include: Little Shop of Horrors, Cinderella, The Addams Family, Hairspray, 13, Next to Normal,
Legally Blonde, Gypsy, Spring Awakening, Les Miserables, Wendy's Shadow, Heathers, Dogfight, Disney's Beauty and
the Beast, Willy Wonka, Elf, Sleepy Hollow, Aida, Disney’s Newsies, MAMMA MIA!, Roald Dahl’s Matilda.
BROADWAY EVENTS: Ensemble in the 25th Anniversary Concert Production of The Secret Garden, Andrew Lloyd
Webber's Concert Production of Joseph...Dreamcoat & Frank Wildhorn’s Concert Production of The Scarlet Pimpernel at
Lincoln Center.  Andrew is jazzed to be returning to Lincoln Center next year in their concert production of Frank
Wildhorn’s Jekyll & Hyde!  NYC THEATRE: Corey/Man 2 (Mad About the Boy; NYC Reading) & El Gal (Choices;
NYC Staged Reading). OTHER THEATRE: Priest (Bare: a pop opera), Thenardier (Les Miserables), Edna (Hairspray),
Narrator/Mysterious Man (Into the Woods), Geronte (Scapino!), Patsy (Spamalot!), Santa (A Christmas Story). Andrew
has also hosted several guest artists and teachers across the Capital Region including: Adam Pascal, Andrew
Keenan-Bolger, Felicia Finley, Brynn Williams, Allie Trimm, Nicholas Masson, Becky Gulsvig, Corey John Snide,
Kirstin Wyatt, Angie Schworer, Derek Klena, Adam Kaplan and Kyle Dean Massey. He would like to thank his parents
for their amazing support and to Kelly Jaeger without her this theatre family would not be possible.

AUDREY R. HODGDON (ENSEMBLE) is thrilled to join the cast of Descendants in her first
performance with Master Class Performing Arts. Her prior roles include Mayzie la Bird (Seussical Kids,
St. Pius X), Middle Elsa (cast, Frozen, Shen Summer Musicals) and the ensemble with Addams Family Jr.
(Shen Summer Musicals). She would like to thank her parents and Griffin, Loki and Pearl for their
support.

ISAAC HOTALING (PRINCE BEN) is 11 years old from Stuyvesant, NY. He plays the saxophone in
the school band as well as sings in the chorus. Isaac has been dancing since 2019 at Columbia Elite All
Stars in tap, ballet, hip hop and jazz, as well as tumbling. Besides school and dance Isaac loves theater.
Since the summer of 2019, Isaac has performed in 5 plays like Bugsy Malone, Cinderella, and Newsies Jr.
He is currently also playing a role in Matilda coming up in November. Outside of all of that, Isaac is a
straight A student and also likes to play basketball.

SAMANTHA HUELLE (MAL) is so excited to be playing the role of Mal in MCPA’s production of
Descendants. This is her second show here with MCPA, her first role here was The Cowardly Lion in the
Wizard of Oz. Her other roles include Donna Sheridan in Mamma Mia, Ursula in The Little Mermaid, The
Egg in Shrek (Cohoes High Drama), Gabriella Montez in High School Musical,  The Dragon in Shrek
(Cue Theatre), and Twinkle the Elf for Santas Magical Express (Yankee Trails).  Earlier this year she
qualified for CASA’s vocal competition in the top 25, she later tried out for Hampton Beach Singing
Competition and qualified for that as well. In her free time she is a student at Cohoes High School and is
also taking classes at HVCC, she is in the National Honor Society and the Future Ready Pathways
program for school. She has been in chorus since 6th grade and has been singing long before that.  She has
recently interned with Park Playhouse Stage Company as their Assistant Stage Manager for their
production of Pete-HER Pan. She would like to thank her mom and dad for their constant support, Mr.
Gunn for teaching her things she never knew were possible, and Kelly and Andrew for giving her this
amazing opportunity.

LEAH HURNE (ENSEMBLE) is very excited to be in Disney’s Descendants as a member of the
ensemble.  She is looking forward to Elf Jr presented by Master Class Performing Arts in Descember.
Previous credits include Junie B. Jones Jr, Annie Kids, and The Nutcracker.  Overall, Leah cannot wait to
perform in Descendants and continue acting on stage.

KELLY JAEGER (PRODUCER) is ecstatic to be the Producing Director of Master Class Performing
Arts and joining the production team of Disney’s Descendants. Previous production credits include:
Heathers, Mamma Mia, Little Shop of Horrors, Annie, Disney’s Newsies, Seussical, Hairspray, Elf Jr.,
Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka, Sleepy Hollow the Musical, The Wizard of Oz, Roald Dahl's James and the
Giant Peach, Disney's Beauty and the Beast, Aida the Musical and several others. No, not on stage, but as
a stage mom (very similar to Dance Moms, if Andrew was Abby Lee Miller, but not in jail). Kelly also
made her MCPA stage debut as the Grimm Reaper in The Addams Family! She would like to thank you
for coming to the show.  She would also like to thank her daughter Zoe for all her support with everything
it's appreciated more than you know!  Kelly sends a big thank you to Andrew - she could not imagine
doing this with anyone else - “You Rock!”.

WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST AND CREW
ZOE JAEGER (QUEEN BELLE) is excited to be coming back to play the role of Queen Belle and is
absolutely thrilled to be able to continue to work with MCPA throughout her schooling. Zoe has been with
MCPA for many years and some of her favorite roles include Belle (Disney’s Beauty and the Beast),
Audrey (Little Shop of Horrors), and Heather Macnamara (Heathers). She would also love to thank all her
friends and family for the endless support.

BELLE JANCZUR (ENSEMBLE) is happy to be debuting with Master Class Performing Arts. Belle
has performed in Seusical the Musical  and Pirates of the Caribbean. She will be performing in Elf and
The Wizard of Oz in months to come. Belle studies theater and voice with Lisa Franklin. When not
singing and acting, Belle likes to spend time with friends and family and her animals. Belle would like to
thank the cast and crew for a great experience and her family and friends for support!!

TEIGIN M. LEGAULT (EVIE) is excited to be making her Master Class Performing Arts debut as Evie.
Previous Productions include: To Kill a Mockingbird (Scout), The Sweet Smell of Success (Ensemble),
Wedding Singer (Ensemble), Dirty Rotten Scoundrels (Ensemble), Really Rosie (Pierre), Alice in
Wonderland Jr (Tweedledee), Annie Jr (U/S Tessie/ Orphan), High School Musical 2 (Ensemble), Rugrats
(Flashlight), Les Miserables (Ensemble), The Sound of Music (Ensemble). Teigin is excited to be back on
stage doing what she loves, this would not be possible without the support of her Family. Teigin is
thankful for this opportunity and would like to give a shout out to her daughter Jacqueline, who is her
reason for coming back to the stage.

KAYRENA MEYERS (FAIRY GODMOTHER) is so excited to be back on the stage with MCPA! She
is currently a freshman at Endicott College in Beverly, Massachusetts studying Expressive Arts Therapy in
hopes to use art, music, dance, and theater to help others struggling with physical and mental health issues.
At Endicott, she is involved with the Percussion Ensemble, Pep Band, Jazz/Rock Ensemble, and will be
performing as Sandy (Grease) and Lisa (Mamma Mia) in the Endicott College Spotlight Cabaret in
December! Favorite roles include Ariel (The Little Mermaid, Schuylerville Community Theater), Andrea
(Once on This Island, Home Made Theater), Stephine (Guardians of the Treasure, iTheatre Saratoga), Beth
(Little Women, MCPA), Sugar Plum Fairy/Gingy (Shrek, MCPA), Karen (Spongebob, MCPA), Sister
Amnesia (Nunsense, MCPA), Miss Honey (Matilda, MCPA), and Mrs. Potts (Beauty and the Beast,
MCPA). She would like to thank Andrew and Kelly for their continued support and for trusting her with
the role. She would also like to thank her parents for their continued support, Greg for being the best
brother she could ask for, and all of the kids at MCPA for giving her a second family and always making
her smile!

CHAD MILLER (JAFAR / KING ADAM) is always happy to work with Master Class Performing Arts
for any show! Previous shows include Disney's Newsies (Davy), Seussical the Musical (Horton), and now
Descendants (Jafar / King Adam). He does, in fact, like Piña Colladas and getting caught in the rain, but
he loves performing with his Theater Family more, and is looking forward to many more fun filled
adventures in the future!

MICHELLE MILLER (STAGE MANAGER), also known as Michelle McGinty-Miller (kinda like
Clark Kent without his classes), is thrilled to be returning to Master Class Performing Arts with Disney’s
Descendants.  Michelle's previous stage credits are too long to list, however, she will do her best.
Previous performances include:  Jekyll & Hyde, The Music Man, The Secret Garden, Disney’s Beauty and
the Beast, Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka, and much more!  Michelle would like to wish her cast members
broken legs and congratulate her loving son - Chad.

ADELINE ROSE MLETZKO (JANE) “Rosie” is in fifth grade at Loudonville Christian School.  She
has been with MCPA since second grade when she played a Sharpette in Disney’s High School Musical.
She’s enjoyed her roles in:  Disney’s Frozen Jr, Disney’s The Lion King Jr (Ed the Hyena), The
Spongebob Musical (Featured Ensemble), The Wizard of Oz, and Roald Dahl’s Matilda (Matilda). This
summer she played Pooh, in Tim Nelson’s Winnie the Pooh the musical. She is also a competitive dancer
with the King’s Dancers. She loves spending time with her friends, camping, swimming, art, and
gymnastics. She thanks her sisters, brothers, parents and grandparents for supporting her, her church
family, theater family, and God for creating her with many gifts.


